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Cloud Computing
Introduction
Cloud computing is an emerging technology in the field of business today. The technology involves the delivery of computer system resources and services such as analytics, servers, software and storage on demand (Buyya et al., 2009). This technology enables a company to incur the cost of cloud services it uses.  The company, therefore, pays less and runs its business more efficiently and with ease. This paper gives an analysis of cloud computing as emerging information technology and its impact on business. 
Cloud computing
Cloud computing is a current technology that many firms are adopting. This technology is bound to increase the efficiency of organizations and companies. Some companies have already implemented this technology. This technology will help companies to save on information technology infrastructure. These services will also extend internal functions to gain revenue. This technology will help organizations will transfer their stored files across multiple sources using virtualization. Forbes speculates 83% of the enterprise workloads to be in the cloud by next year. This means 2019 will show an increasing trend closing in on this statistic. Companies have started using this technology but will further embrace it in the year to come. The freedom of new products and services makes cloud computing a growing trend.
Merits associated with cloud computing
Cloud computing is bringing a lot of revolution in the field of marketing. The technology is bound to bring a lot of positive changes in organizations. The merits associated with cloud computing are:
Cost: the capital expense is eliminated by cloud computing. This includes the cost of purchasing hardware and software as well as that of setting up on-site datacenters. The capital expense can be traded for the variable cost through the cloud. Variable expense is lower than capital expense due to its significant economies of scale. Cloud computing will reduce the cost of operations in the businesses which will adopt it.

Security: cloud computing improves security primarily because of the centralization of data (Hayes, 2008). Many cloud providers provide various control measures and technology which ensure the firm’s data and apps are secure from potential threats. Business data alongside any other information are therefore guaranteed with cloud computing.
Performance: this technology is expected to improve the performance of organizations and businesses. This is due to the fact that through cloud computing, IT experts from service provider monitor the performance. The performance of the organization is consequently improved (Hayes, 2008).
Productivity: cloud computing increases productivity in business by enabling many users to work on the same data at the same time rather than waiting for the data to be sent to them. The technology is thus time-saving, and this speeds up the production process.

	Weaknesses/challenges of cloud computing
Every technology has its negative impacts, and cloud computing is no exception. Some of the problems of adopting this technology are:

Cloud security and privacy: security of the cloud is a significant threat in the market currently. Utilizing cloud technology means migrating business-sensitive information to the cloud servers, and this means less control over the data. Since the cloud services are accessed through the internet, there is a risk of attack by hackers to steal and cause damage. Every technology is fallible. Hacking can be very disastrous to the company. Companies should, therefore, be careful and ensure some regulations and agreement with the cloud provider to enforce data security.

Interoperability: Avram (2014) identifies this problem as one of the most significant issues in cloud migration. This problem arises when the devices are unable to communicate with each other effectively. It is the challenge of developing a code which will work simultaneously between cloud providers and despite their variations.
Other challenges include the problems of portability, vendor lock-in and regulatory and laws restrictions (Avram, 2014).	
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